Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Monthly Report to Tribal Council

January 12, 2008

Affected Status:  Comments on the Yucca Mountain Draft Repository SEIS and Draft Nevada Rail Alignment EIS were done by Chairman Kennedy and Jack Duran.  The next AUG (Affected Units of Government) meeting is February 21st in Las Vegas.  Chairman Kennedy, Jack Duran and I will be attending this meeting.  

US Navy/NAWS:  Navy is refusing to meet with the Big Pine Tribe,  in a joint meeting with Timbisha & the Owens Valley Tribes.  Any meeting they hold – Big Pine will be excluded.  Tribal Council should have received my email detailing my conversation with Mike Baskerville (Archaeologist).  Bill Helmer, THPO from Big Pine met with Pauline and me Friday.  We need to schedule an on-site visit for the JCIF project in February, I can notify the other tribes of this on-site visit including Big Pine.  All the Tribes have a problem with Navy, not just Big Pine.  

2007 Indian Reservation Roads Inventory Project:  I have received the disc from Caltrans showing the roads for the Timbisha Shoshone Tribe.  I was told if we wanted to add Highway 395 from Olancha to Coso Junction-the Timbisha Tribe would have to work this out with the Lone Pine Tribe, because they’re claiming Olancha to the Kern County line.  

Meeting with Alberto Jauregui, Nevada Lands:  Scheduled for January 22, 2008 in Death Valley at 1 PM.  A notice was sent to the Tribal Council.  

ERC (Environmental Review Committee) meeting:  I attended the NPS-ERC meeting Wednesday, Jan. 9th.  Couple of issues I thought important to bring forward.  1)  Towne Pass road:  Caltrans wants to move the Towne Pass road about 200 ft. over by tearing down a mountain.  The road keeps slipping and sinking down the mountain because there isn’t a stable base for the road.  An on-site visit with Caltrans is scheduled for Feb. 6th.  I’m not exactly sure where-the NPS said where the rocks fall, well there’s about 4-5 places where the rocks fall.  2)  Wild Rose road repair:  Big discussion on this, it’s either keep it a dirt road and maintain it with a grader to keep it from being wash-board like or pave it.  Easier to maintain as a gravel road.  3)  Photo-voltaic project:  Needs 106 consultation.  NPS has not contacted the Tribe on this project.  4)  Father Crowley point project of paving the parking lot and building a restroom.  This is not projected until 1.5 years from now.  5)  East Park entrance paving project:  I mentioned that this sign is cracked.  Not a metal sign, wood.  

Camper at DV Junction:  I asked the camper to move on, he did.  He is now camped at 3000 ft. level camping area.  The guy was stay at DVJ for one week.  If we allow campers to stay, more will come.

AT&T phone company:  I’ve been talking with Lee Corby (AT&T) and with Rick from McGuinness construction about the phone connection.  Lee told me in three weeks-the phones will be connected to the new buildings.

Meeting with State BLM re: Energy Corridor:  February 12th in Death Valley.  The Timbisha Tribe and Agua Caliente tribe were the only ones to request consultation on this project.  They are meeting with us separately.  Ken Wilson is the BLM State Archaeologist and Tribal Liaison, coming also is Duane Marti, Realty Specialist and point of contact with this project.  Hope the TC can join the Historic Preservation Committee (HPC) at this meeting.

Nevada Supplemental Airport Project:  We have a meeting in Las Vegas that the HPC and Chairman Kennedy will be attending, January 30th at the Las Vegas Hilton Garden Inn.  Ginny Bengston is making arrangements for this meeting, at this time I’m not sure if we’re spending the night or not.  

PTT grant:  Has been extended to June 30, 2008.  Consultant John Hartman is coming in Jan. 23rd to work with the committee.    

Southern Calif. Edison:  I received a message that a security deposit of $1390. will be required to re-establish our account, due to a check that was returned.  All this was due to Ed Beaman shutting down the accounts, and causing checks to bounce.

DOE/TEC meeting in San Antonio, Texas:  I will be attending this meeting February 5-8, 2008.  

WUI (Wildland Urban Inter-face Project):  Has the Programmatic Agreement & resolution been approved and signed by the Tribal Council?  These things need to be done asap so we don’t hold up the project.  Eleanor Jackson was in charge of this project but neglected to follow-up.

This is my report for the January 12, 2008 Tribal Council meeting in FLV.
Barbara Durham, THPO                
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