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For Immediate Release

Release Date: April 16, 2007
Timbisha Shoshone Tribe of Death Valley Announces Ground Breaking for Family and Community Center Project 

The Timbisha Shoshone Tribe of Death Valley, California is breaking ground for a Family and Community Center. The Family and Community Center will provide its members and the surrounding community with a healthcare station, senior/family center, youth and adult education center, cultural center, tutoring, childcare center, and radio programming.  At present there are no facilities of this nature in the area.  This facility will help meet the needs of the low income members of the community.

The proposed facility was designed by Tate, Snyder Kimsey Architects of Las Vegas, Nevada and will include a community center of approximately 3,500 square feet and an exterior to include parking.  Site landscaping will be limited in area and will use native indigenous shrubs and plants to minimize water use and maintenance.  Materials, design, color, and lighting have all been addressed in order to maintain the spectacular view shed of the Death Valley area, as well as to accommodate the severe climate and strong winds associated with the area.  The contractor for this project is the Michael McGuinness Construction Company out of Lovelock, Nevada.  Funding  has been provided by HUD (Housing & Urban Development) through the Indian Community Development Block Grant program and the Timbisha Shoshone Tribe.
The Timbisha Shoshone Tribe is a federally recognized tribe who has the unique distinction of having trust land within a National Park. President William Clinton signed into law the Timbisha Homeland Act on November 1, 2000. This act returned 7,753.99 acres of aboriginal lands in California and Nevada to the tribe. The Homeland Act also recognized the Tribe’s coexistence on the same land as the Death Valley National Park Service and mandated a partnership for cooperative policies over land issues and uses. 

If there are any questions, please contact Tribal Chairperson Joe Kennedy at (760) 920-0257 or Barbara Durham at (760) 786-2374.
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