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A private experimental plane (RV6) crashed about a half mile southeast of the Furnace
Creek Airstrip on Timbisha Shoshone tribal land around 1 p.m. on Sunday, April 30™. The
56-year-old pilot, Ronald Russell, a resident of Independence, Oregon, died at the scene; his
wife, Patricia Russell, was injured and airlifted to a hospital in Las Vegas. The accident
occurred after the pilot had taken off from the airport - the fifth in a group to depart
from the airstrip. Other pilots waiting to take off after Russell radioed in that he was
having fuel problems and attempting to turn the plane around fo land. The park's structural
Fire truck was used to ensure that there would be no fire in the over-furned plane while the
pilot was being extricated. The NPS, the Inyo County Sheriff's Office and coroner, and the
California Highway Patrol all responded. The FAA and NTSB have been notified. The
temperature during this incident was about 106 degrees. Tribal member Mike Shoshone saw
the plane crash and called for help, he was also first on scene. The crash occurred within
the north boundary line of our trust parcel. Inyo County is the lead agency in the
investigation.





