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Western Shoshone Delegation Returning
to United Nations in February

The United Nations Committee on the Elimianation of Racial Discrimination (CERD) will be recon-
vening in Geneva, Switzerland this month, in a follow up meeting to the one that took place last August.
Once again, a delegation of Western Shoshone will be present to present their case to UN CERD. In August,
CERD issued a list of questions to the United States addressing the accusations of violations of the Shoshones”
human rights, as recognized under international law. To date the US has not responded to the questions,
failing to meet the December deadline set by UN CERD.

In response to the United States’ failure to respond to the UN Committee, the Western Shoshone
Defense Project has teamed up with Oxfam America in a petition drive. The petition will be presented at
CERD, to keep pressure on the United States. Travelling the globe via the internet, and travelling Nevada in
our last newsletter, the petition has exceeded our initial goal, and garnered international support for the
Western Shoshone’s fight. To date, the petition has exceeded the goal of 10,000 signatures, with over
12,800 signatures and counting.

The delegation of Western Shoshone who will be present to present the petition and meet with the
CERD members will be Joe Kennedy (Timbisha/WSNC), Steve Brady (Temoak/Wells), Judy Rojo
(Winnemucca), Bernice Lalo (WSNC), and Julie Fishel (WSDP Staff). They will be in Switzerland from
February 27th through March 10th, 2006.

The appeal to CERD is the latest step in a long-simmering dispute between the Western Shoshone
and the federal government. At the heart of the issue is the fact that the land is Western Shoshone land —
and recognized as such by the Treaty of Ruby Valley in 1863 — and that federal agencies along with energy,
nuclear and mining industries are trampling on the rights of the Shoshone people in a scramble to access
the valuable resources lying beneath the land.

“This is a critical land rights issue. The federal government needs to be held accountable for violat-
ing treaties with Indian nations, as the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights has clearly estab-
lished,” said Oxfam America’s Laura Inouye, referring to an earlier decision by that body which found the
United States is violating Western Shoshone rights to due process, property rights, and equality. “A similar
finding by UN CERD will help the Western Shoshone press their case for justice.”

For more information on the delegation to Geveva, please contact the Western Shoshone Defense
Project office at 775.468.0230 (phone), 775.468.0237 (fax), or wsdp@igc.net.

If you have not yet signed the petition and would like to do so, please visit the website below:
ga0.org/campaign/shoshone_petition
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In January, the Western Shoshone Defense Project
supported Corbin Harney and Poo Ha Bah in hosting a
Women’s Gathering, to discuss the role and importance of
women in the traditional and nature way of life. Women
were encouraged to pick up their traditional leadership
roles in their families and community and to study how
nature works. Men were told to respect the role of women
and honor women, who are lifegivers. Women from as
far away as Northern California converged in Death Valley
at Poo Ha Bah for 3 days of discussion and quality time
with each other.

More than 30 women, from ages 4 to, well, let’s
just say 80's came together in the desert and began each
day with a sunrise ceremony led by Corbin. The days were
spent soaking in the healing water, attending sweats, and
in deep discussion between the women, some of whom
may not have otherwise seen each other for many years.
The women came together and spoke about everything
from ways to heal the families being torn apart by drugs
and alcohol to the pronunciation of Newe words.

The mission of Poo Ha Bah, according to their
website is to “provide healing prayer service to all peoples,
centered around hot mineral waters on site, and based on
traditional Native American beliefs and customs”. Created
through the vision of Corbin, he feels strongly that he
should use his life-long spiritual training to heal all life,
and to educate as many people as possible.

Poo Ha Bah is open to all those seeking healing or
who wish to volunteer. For info on visiting or volunteering,
please contact Poo Ha Bah at 760.852.4288 or email to
PHB@PooHaBah.com.

WSNC and members file suit

against Union Pacific Railroad

The National Council and it's individual members
filed suit on January 10th in federal district court in Reno,
against 8 large corporations seeking to void the transfer,
since 1862, of millions of acres to the Union Pacific Rail-
road Company. The suit also seeks to recognize profits
from the sale, exchange, lease, development, and other
use of those lands. The US was not named as a defendant
in the lawsuit, although the WSNC continues to pursue
iitigation against the federal government to stop develop-
ment of the proposed Yucca Mtn nuclear waste dump, to
recover milions of acres of alleged “public land”, to stop
the proposed distribution of monies in exchange for land,
and to recover billions of dollars due for royalties from
profits for gold production and other uses of the treaty
ands.

Raymond Yowell stated of the lawsuit, “These ma-
jor corporations now allege to legally own property stolen
n the 1860's. They have desecrated Mother Earth by their
destructive open pit mining and other activities. These
major corporations are co-conspirators with the US gov-
ernment... The time has come for the US government and

these major corporations to stop their human rights abuses
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Petition Drive Update

As of February 14th, 2006 the Western Shoshone
Defense Project and Oxfam America have secured 12,851
signaures on the petition of public support, to be pre-
sented to UN CERD the end of Feburary.

The last day to sign the petition is February 28th,
so if you haven't signed it already, please visit the link on
page 1, or contact the WSDP office. Thank you!

Calendar of Events

March
February 27th - March 10th:
Western Shoshone Delegation to
Geneva, Switzerland, to meet with UN CERD

March 4th, Saturday, 10am:
Western Shoshone National Council Meeting
in Austin at the Town Hall

April
April 1st, Saturday 10am:
Western Shoshone National Council Meeting
in Austin at the Town Hall

April 14th-16th, Friday - Sunday:
Western Shoshone National Council Spring Gathering
at Yucca Mountain, more info to follow

May
May 6th, Saturday 10am:
Western Shoshone National Council Meeting
in Austin at the Town Hall

May 19th - 21st, Friday - Sunday:
Western Shoshone Defense Project Spring Gathering,
Crescent Valley area (exact location TBA)

If you have an event you would like posted on
our calendar, please contact our office at the
number or email below. Thank you!
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